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Finish The Sermon with Pastor Corey 

Sermon Series - Living A Better Story - Week 2 

"Suspension of Disbelief" 3/09/14 

 

Talking through the message during the week helps you turn what God is saying to you into action 
steps. These talking points, questions, and scriptures are designed to help you and your household 
take the next step. 
 
Don’t feel like you have to answer every question. However, pick out those questions and thoughts 
that will stir up conversation and action in your household. 
 
Discussion Starter: 

 Tell others about a favorite TV show or Movie that you have watched over and over again. What 

keeps you interested even though you have seen it before? 

Read all of Numbers 13 and Numbers 14:1 

 This story is supposed to be a story of triumph, Victory, good times, etc. 

 But it turns out to be a tragedy. 

 

Question: What makes this story so tragic? 

 

 The Israelites were supposed to go in and make quick work of those who were in the land and 

take possession. 

 The spies were supposed to go in and bring back a report that described the scenery, and God 

would then instruct them on how to fight for the land. 

 THEY INITIALLY GAVE A GOOD REPORT TO MOSES... 

 BUT....(Read Numbers 13:28) 

 Read Caleb's response in verse 30....Why do you think he responded so differently? 

 In verse 31, the majority responded again and re-wrote God's script in spite of what Caleb said. 

 

Question: When or How have you re-written God's script for your life? 

 

Read Numbers 14:1-24 

 This is not how the story was supposed to go! 

 The people refused to listen to Joshua and Caleb and wanted to kill them. 

 



Question: After Reading Numbers 14:1-24, What makes God mad?  

 

 Moses was able to give God an alternate ending by convincing Him that it would not be good to 

wipe out the people. 

 Moses was able to get to God's heart by referring to what God cares about the most...His Glory! 

 God, instead of killing them, allowed them to stay stuck in that scene in the wilderness until they 

died! 

 

Question: What scene in life are you stuck in because of your disobedience? 

 

Suspension of Disbelief 

 

Meaning: The temporary acceptance as believable of events or characters that would ordinarily be seen 

as incredible. This is usually to allow an audience to appreciate works of literature or drama that are 

exploring unusual ideas. 

 

Origin: This term was coined by Samuel Taylor Coleridge in 1817 with the publication of his Biographia 

literaria or biographical sketches of my literary life and opinions: 

"In this idea originated the plan of the 'Lyrical Ballads'; in which it was agreed, that my endeavours 

should be directed to persons and characters supernatural, or at least romantic, yet so as to transfer 

from our inward nature a human interest and a semblance of truth sufficient to procure for these 

shadows of imagination that willing suspension of disbelief for the moment, which constitutes poetic 

faith." 

The state is arguably an essential element when experiencing any drama or work of fiction. We may 

know very well that we are watching an actor or looking at marks on paper, but we willfully accept them 

as real in order to fully experience what the artist is attempting to convey. 

 

 Science fiction movies today like: Star Wars, Lord of the Rings, Avengers, The Matrix, Superman 

(note: the only thing that disguised him were his glasses!) ALL CREATE A SUSPENSION OF 

DISBELIEF! 

 With the Bible,  I am not suggesting that you check your brain in at the door...BUT, this is the 

book that God wrote and He desires for us to Suspend Our Disbelief and BELIEVE that what He 

Said can happen and become a reality in our lives. 

 Caleb had a Suspension of Disbelief and believed that the Story that God wrote was true! 

 

Question: Do you have a Suspension of Disbelief when it comes to believing God's Word? 

 

 We don't get to choose our path, but if we choose to believe, we will end up on the path that 

has been chosen for us by God! 

 

Suspending My Disbelief, 

~Pastor Corey 


