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Finish The Sermon with Pastor Corey 

Sermon Series - Better & Greater Than This - Week4 

"Strike The Water" 2/23/14 

 

Talking through the message during the week helps you turn what God is saying to you into action 
steps. These talking points, questions, and scriptures are designed to help you and your household 
take the next step. 
 
Don’t feel like you have to answer every question. However, pick out those questions and thoughts 
that will stir up conversation and action in your household. 
 
Discussion Starter: 

 Tell others in your group about something that you want to do, but have been afraid to start the process 
for fear of failure or feeling inadequate. 

 
Read 2 Kings 2:1-7 

 Think about what we have just read. For several years now Elisha has been following Elijah; learning from 
him about the ministry, and longing to get from him the very thing that made his ministry different from 
everybody else’s. 

 You would think that Elijah would give Elisha some words of encouragement. But he doesn’t. In fact, Elijah 
gives him words of “discouragement”. 

 
Let me give you an example. 

 Do you remember back in Genesis 32 when Jacob was wrestling with an Angel? The Angel was really the 
pre-Incarnate Christ. As the Angel picked the fight with Jacob and saw that He wasn’t getting anywhere 
with him, we are told that the Angel “touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of his thigh was out 
of joint, as he wrestled with him.” 

 Jacob then dragging himself around the room, wrapped his arms around the Angel. The Angel said; “Let 
me go, for the day breaketh.” Jacob told the Angel as he held on tight; “I will not let Thee go except Thou 
bless me.” The Angel could have overcome Jacob any time He wanted to. He could have gotten away from 
Jacob any time he pleased. 

 When the Angel said; “LET ME GO” I don’t believe that He really wanted Jacob to let go of Him. I truly 
believe that the Angel was hoping that Jacob wouldn’t let Him go. The Lord wanted to bless Jacob and 
change his life. So in order for Jacob to be blessed, he had to hold on just as tight as he could. 

 Sometimes, everything is telling you that you should let go....but keep hanging on! 
 
I believe that this same thing was true here between Elijah and Elisha. Elijah was telling Elisha; “Stay here; I’m 
going away and you won’t see me again. You don’t have to go any further with me.” I don’t believe that Elijah 
wanted Elisha to turn back. I do not believe that Elijah wanted Elisha to stop. 



 Elijah was not ordering Elisha to stay behind; that would mean that Elijah was encouraging Elisha to 
disobey God. All Elijah was doing was, not discouraging him, BUT TESTING HIM AND PROVING HIM! 

 He wanted to know if Elisha was real about his walk with him! 

 But we also see that there were 50 sons of the prophets that were tempting Elisha to stop from following 
Elijah. The sons of the prophets said; “Don’t you know that the Lord is going to take your master away? 
You don’t have to go any farther with him. Just stay here; you won’t miss anything.” 

 
On your way to Better & Greater, I promise you that you are going to face discouragement along the way. 

 Someone may say something to you; someone may do something against you. 

 All you have to do is face discouragement, but don’t stay discouraged...Keep on serving God. 
 
Question: How have you allowed discouragement from others to hold you back from your goals in life? 
 
Read 2 Kings 2:7 

 Jordan means “the river of death”. In the Bible typology and symbolism given, crossing Jordan does not 
symbolize going to Heaven. Crossing Jordan symbolized leaving the carnal life and the self life and 
entering into the fullness of God. 

 Jesus was baptized in Jordan and ‘baptism’ symbolizes burial and death. 

 The River Jordan symbolizes taking death to our self and to our old way. 

 NOTE: Elijah struck the water and the waters parted and they crossed. 
 
Read 2 Kings 2:9 
“And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, ASK WHAT I SHALL DO FOR THEE, 
before I be taken away from thee.” 

 This promise that was going to be given was not to everyone. It was given to one particular person. This 
question was not asked to the ’50 sons of the prophets.’ There was only one that qualified to receive this 
promise. 

 Elisha had shown through his life and his loyalty to Elijah that he wanted something extraordinary in his 
life. 

 
Elisha said; “I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.”  

 The request for a “double portion of thy spirit” was not a request of ‘pride’ to be twice a great as Elijah. 
This request spoke of an inheritance blessing. 

 In Deut.21:17 we are told that this term “double portion” describes the portion that the first-born 
received from his father’s estate.. This term is associated with an inheritance. A “double portion” is 
associated with the inheritance of one who is taking over the leadership of the estate. When the father 
died, the first-born took over his father’s place. 

 Elisha was to inherit Elijah’s place when Elijah died. Elisha was asking that he might inherit the Spiritual 
Power of Elijah that was vital if he was going to fill that position. 

 
Read John 14:12 

 WE SHOULD BE ASKING JESUS FOR A DOUBLE PORTION OF HIS SPIRIT! 

 We were meant to take over the estate that he left for us. 
 
Read 2 Kings 2:10 

 Elijah was not telling Elisha that this was an impossible request; he was saying that this was a great 
request. Elisha had asked for something Great and Glorious from Elijah. 

 WHY SHOULD WE BE SATISFIED WITH A FEW DROPS OF SPIRITUAL BLESSING WHEN WE CAN HAVE A 
DOWNPOUR FROM HEAVEN? 

 
Question: What has held you back from asking for "Better & Greater" things to happen in your life? 
 



 

 If Elisha wanted a “double portion” to fall upon his life, he would have to continue to commit himself to 
staying with Elijah; all the way to his ascension. 

 Get this truth in your heart. Elisha’s power was related to the Ascension of his master. 

 Have you thought about the fact that our power is related to the Ascension of our Master, the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

 
Luke 24:49 
“And, behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued 
with power from on high.” 
 
John 7:37-39 
“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water. 39But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was 
not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.” 
 
Acts 2:32-34 
“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having RECEIVED of the Father THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY GHOST, he hath shed for this, which ye now see 
and hear.” 

 We have the Presence of Jesus and the Power that got Jesus up out of the grave living in our hearts. It is 
the Presence and Power of the Holy Spirit. 

 The only way that we can be what God wants us to be and do what we have been called to do is to have 
the Power of God resting upon our lives. God has promised us Power for the impossible tasks that we face 
in this life. 

 
It is one thing to have a Promise of the Power of God to come to our lives, it is another thing to take it and apply 
it to our lives. (Look at what Elisha did with what was promised to him and then given to him.) 
 
Read 2 Kings 2:9-14 

 When Elijah was taken away by a chariot of fire into heaven, Elisha saw what was happening and saw the 
“mantle” of Elijah fall to the ground. Brokenhearted because of his leader being taken to heaven, Elisha 
goes over where the “mantle” fell and picks it up. Then he goes back to the Jordan River where he has to 
cross to begin his ministry; looks at his first obstacle after Elijah had been taken from him; he lifts up his 
voice and says; “WHERE IS THE LORD GOD OF ELIJAH?” 

 
It is amazing that God allowed Elisha to face a problem right after Elijah had been taken from him. 

 You see, Elisha had depended upon Elijah, with the help of the Power of God, to deliver him and help him 
through all of his difficulties. 

 Now Elijah is gone; BUT THE GOD OF ELIJAH IS STILL ALIVE AND WELL. 
 
If there was going to be a demonstration of God's power, Elisha had to STRIKE THE WATER!.... 

 Elisha knew that God gave the Power that was demonstrated by the dividing of the Jordan River. 

 Elijah was nothing without the Power of God. 

 The “mantle” was nothing without the Power of God. 

 Elisha would be nothing without the Power of God. 

 Elisha knew that the Jordan River would not divide unless the Power of God fell upon his life. 

 ELISHA KNEW THAT WITHOUT GOD NO MIRACLE WOULD OCCUR. 
 
BUT HE COULD ONLY SEE IT IF HE STRUCK THE WATER....WHICH TOOK FAITH... 
 



Read 2 Kings 2:15 
“And when the sons of the prophet which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH DOTH 
REST UPON ELISHA.” 

 The “mantle” symbolized that the Power and Presence of God rested upon his life. 

 The Power of God and the Presence of God that rested upon Elisha could not be hid. 

 He knew that the only way to see something great happen, he needed “The God of Elijah” to come upon 
him, and he needed to STRIKE THE WATER. 

 
The Great Thing about the Power of God is that is not limited in its measure. If you want to be used by God, just 
make yourself available to Him. 

 My prayer is that we will cry out one more time for God to show up and appear in a Mighty and Holy way 
in our lives. 

 Cry out: Where Is The Lord God Of Elijah?...and then, STRIKE THE WATER! 
 
 
May your relationship with God get "Better" everyday, 
 
Pastor Corey 
Hebrews 13:8 


