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Finish The Sermon with Pastor Corey 

Sermon Series - Better & Greater Than This - Week3 

"After Further Review" 2/16/14 

 

Talking through the message during the week helps you turn what God is saying to you into action 
steps. These talking points, questions, and scriptures are designed to help you and your household 
take the next step. 
 
Don’t feel like you have to answer every question. Pick out those questions that will stir up 
conversation and action in your household. 
 
Discussion Starter: 

 Tell others in your group about something great that you would do if "time" and "money" were not 
factors. 
 

With your Bible read 2 Kings 4:8-37 

 The passage that you just read is connected to the passage before found in verses 1-7.  
o Previously there was a destitute woman that needed a miracle and knew it 
o Here there is a well-to-do woman that needed a miracle and didn't know it 
o Whether you are like the destitute woman or the well-to-do woman, God wants Better and 

Greater for your life... 

 Verse 8 brings us to this well-to-do Woman. In some translations, this Shunammite woman is even 
referred to as a “great woman.” 

 We find that well-to-do people can often have greater hurts, disappointments, and needs than we could 
ever know. 

 
Read 2 Kings 4:8-10  

 On the surface, she didn’t need anything from Elisha. She just wanted to serve him by providing food and 
shelter. 

 Talk about some things that you have done for others without seeking anything in return. 

 Now, talk about some things that you have done with an expectation that something would be done for 
you in return. 

 
Read 2 Kings 4:11-12 

 Even though she did not ask for anything, Elisha was trying to think about how he could do something for 
her. 

 Contrary to the belief of many, God isn’t planning ways to "get us," God is scheming of ways He wants to 
bless and grow us. 

 Talk about times when you thought God was punishing you for something, but later you saw that He was 
using that situation to show you something Better & Greater. 



 
Read 2 Kings 4:13-17 

 Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, brought the Shunammite woman’s need to light in verse 14. He informs Elisha 
that she is childless. 

 Elisha tells her, “About this time next year you will hold a son in your arms." 

 However, back in verse 13 she already told him that she was "good" and did not need anything. 

 After his statement to her, SHE PUSHES BACK AND SAYS, “Don’t mislead your servant.”  

 Elisha struck a chord with the barren woman by promising her that she would be with child. 

 She likely objected to this promise in response to a pattern of rejection, disappointment and failure she 
had likely already experienced in this area of her life. 

 What internal objections are in you against the promises of God? 

 Talk about a specific promise that has been given to you by God that you have rejected because of past 
hurt, pain, disappointment, or fear of failure. 

 
Elisha does not even respond to her objection because he knows that God has the ability to Overrule Our 
Objections! 

 In verse 17 God ultimately delivered on the promise He made through Elisha, blessing her with a child. 

 However, the road to greater things is never neat. 
 
Read 2 Kings 4:18-20 

 The Shunammite woman was likely on a spiritual high as her miracle child continued to grow. 

 It all came crashing down when her son died (v. 20). 
 
Tension in the text: 

 WHAT KIND OF GOD WOULD ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN? 

 This is where people abandon the faith altogether, or learn to live in the shadows of disappointment and 
settle for a lesser life. 

 Have you ever wanted to give up on God due to a promise that failed or never came to pass? Discuss this 
with your group. 

 
We can see something  in verse 21 that helps us all: 

 This woman refuses to dig a hole and plan a funeral for her promise. 

 She takes the child and lays it on Elisha's bed. 

 You can choose to plan the funeral or expect a miracle! 

 If God is the one that promised it, He is the only one that can resurrect it. 
 
Read 2 Kings 4:22-23 

 She did not talk to her Husband about it when he asked why was she going to see Elisha. 

 She responds, "That's all right." 

 Translation: "ain't nothing you can do about it no way, so I don't need to waste anytime getting a human 
involved, this is a job for God! 

 The reason why some promises are not coming back to life is because you have people trying to do what 
only God can do! 

 Talk about a situation where you depended on a person to solve more than you depended on God. 
 
Read 2 Kings 4:24-37 

 Because of the woman's request, Elisha goes and finds the boy on his bed. 

 Elisha closed the door and stretched out over the boy - mouth to mouth...eyes to eyes...hands to hands. 

 The Child grew warm. 

 Elisha did it again, the boy sneezed 7 times and opened his eyes. 



 This lets us know that, when all seems lost, after what was promised had died, there just might be one 
more miracle left. 

 
What Elisha did for that boy, is what Jesus did for us! 

 Mouth = The Mouth Speaks. In Hebrews it says that the Blood of Jesus speaks a better word over our lives 
and cleanses us, forgives us, and makes us whole. 

 Eyes = The Eyes See. God doesn't see us through the judgmental and condemning eyes that the world has, 
but He sees us through the loving eyes that saw us in our sin and loved us enough to die for us so that we 
can see ourselves as being loved by Him. 

 Hand = The Hands Do Work. The hands of Jesus have accomplished the works of righteousness that we 
could have never accomplished through our own hands and our own works. 

 
The first time Elisha did this, the boy grew warm. 

 When Jesus died for us, our hearts grew warm for Him, and our lives would have the potential of being 
transformed. 

 
The second time the boy sneezed 7times and opened his eyes.  

 Sneeze 7 times = We sneeze when our bodies are trying to remove irritants through a burst of wind that 
comes out of our lungs. We don't stop sneezing until what may be harmful is cleared out. 

 Seven is the number of completion. Whatever harmful thing that was in him was completely removed. 

 This signifies that Jesus not only gave us a new heart, but when He was resurrected, a new Spirit was 
placed in us after the old was removed, and we are able to come alive in Him. 

 
Conclusion:  

 God wants to press the issue, and challenge our internal objections to His promises. 

 God wants to deal with your, "I'm Good" and say there is still something Better and Greater for you. 

 In college football, there are designated replay officials that sit in a booth high above the field and any 
play is capable of being ‘sent upstairs for further review.’ 

 When something is seen by the booth, that conflicts with what was called on the field, the Referee will 
come out and say, "After Further Review, the Call on the Field is overturned." 

 
Therefore:  

1. Believe today that your faith is never wasted! 
2. Believe today that even if what was promised has died, refuse to plan the funeral and expect one more 

miracle by throwing your Challenge Flag! 
3. Take it to the One that gave you the promise, and tell Him, I need you to review this situation because I 

refuse to believe the call that was made on the field of this life. 
4. Say to yourself, "I know My life is Better & Greater Than This!" 

 
 
May your relationship with God get "Better" everyday, 
 
Pastor Corey 
Hebrews 13:8 


